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province of Russia and the Polish language a
Patois.
"Still he seemed uncomfortable," she remarked.
"Did you see that he dared not look at us and
turned quite pale?"
"Yes!" said Kazia; "he was almost green."
And immediately, she saw Manya twiddling a
young green chestnut leaf under her nose.
"We've passed the monument!" a cry of horror
from Manya. "Oh, well! We've got to go back";
and back they went right to Saxe Square where
there was a lofty column supported by four lions.
On it was written "To the Poles faithful to their
Monarch." The Czars had erected the monument
to those Poles who, traitors to their own country,
had died fighting on the side of the oppressor. It
had become the duty of all Poles who were faith-
ful to Poland to spit at the monument every time
they passed it and Manya and Kazia would not
leave that duty undone even if it meant retracing
their steps or being late for school.
"Are you coming to watch the dancing to-
night?" asked Manya. Naturally Kazia was
going. Every week a few families met to dance
at the Sklodovskis; but only the girls who were
"out" were allowed to dance. Kazia and Manya
were obliged to sit still and watch. Nevertheless
they were getting hints of how to do it, studying
the steps, discussing the movements, learning the
tunes; and when the grown-up dancing was over,
they practised by themselves.
They were eagerly discussing the joys of